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BOOK REVIEWS 

Notes on the Report of Teobert Maler in Memoirs of the Peabody Mu- 
seum, vol. ii, No. 2. By Charles P. Bowditch. Cambridge, 
Mass., 1903. Privately Printed. 8°, 29 pp. 

This is a continuation of the Notes previously published by the same 
author on Mr Maler' s earlier report issued as vol. 11, No. 1, of the 
Memoirs of the Peabody Museum. The present notes refer to the inscrip- 
tions on the stelae, lintels, and altars, described and illustrated in Maler' s 
second report, and in addition to these, several inscriptions from Menche 
(Maler' s Yaxchilan), published by Maudslay in the Biologia Centrali 
Americana — Archeology. 

This great city of Mench6, according to the dates in the inscriptions, 
was contemporaneous with Copan, Quirigua, Palenque, and Piedras Ne- 
gras ; but it has one date, indicated by the initial series on lintel 21, in the 
beginning Katun of Cycle 9, and therefore the earliest date in that cycle 
that has yet been found. It is separated from the next date of the local 
monuments by a period of three hundred years and probably refers to 
some episode before the building of the city began, presumably the first 
settlement in that region. 

By comparing the dates on the different structures, Mr Bowditch dis- 
tinguishes several periods of the city's history, marked by several stages 
of growth corresponding to eras of unusual activity, occasioned perhaps 
by waves of immigration. By the same method the order in which the 
different parts of the city were built are determined and the course of 
its development is traced from one ruined structure to another. It would 
appear that structure 24 and a part of 23, built during Katun 11, are the 
oldest buildings. Then, "about the time when 16 Katuns had been 
completed, the plan of the city was laid out on a scale of greater mag- 
nificence." 

It was during this period, which must have been one of great pros- 
perity, that most of the city was built and the most imposing buildings 
were erected. It is to this period also that most of the carved lintels be- 
long. " It would appear that in a period from twenty to forty years later 
the buildings of the so-called ' greater acropolis ' were erected. Here we 
find no sculptured lintels, but a great number of stelae, having dates which 
show them to have been erected about 9. 18. o. o. o." 
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The assignment of dates to different parts of the city is based, of 
course, on the supposition that the dates on the lintels and stelae refer to 
the time of building, and, furthermore, "on the supposition that the 
Ben -Ik symbol in connection with a Katun has the value 13, and that 
the long buildings may in some cases have been built in parts at different 
times." 

Indeed the only point in this paper that is not made quite clear is the 
reason for assigning the value 13 to the Ben -Ik symbol, but it is gratify- 
ing that we are given reason to expect a full discussion of this very inter- 
esting question in another paper. The notes conclude with a tabular 
view of the dates both in relation to the separate inscriptions and to the 
structures. G. 

A Suggestive Maya Inscription. By Charles P. Bowditch. Cam- 
bridge, Mass., 1903. Privately printed. 8°, 20 pp. 
In the book of Chilan Balam of Tizimin, and again in the book of 
Chilan Balam of Chumayel, it is stated that in a certain Katun 13 
Ahau "Pop was set in order." This somewhat obscure statement has 
been a source of much difficulty to students of Maya history and tradi- 
tion. Pop being the first month of the year, it could mean only one 
thing, viz., that something was done to the calendar at that time. Brin- 
ton was of opinion that it referred to the invention of chronological 
records, but it is much more probable that the allusion was to some cor- 
rection that was made in the annual calendar. In 1901 Mr Bowditch 
expressed the opinion that the change hinted at consisted simply in bring- 
ing the beginning of the year into its proper relation with the seasons, 
and that the relation of the annual calendar to the long count was not 
affected. Mr Bowditch is now persuaded not only that the proof of this 
is available but that he has been able to identify the very inscription in 
which the adjustment referred to in the books of Chilan Balam is com- 
memorated. This inscription, which forms the subject of the paper 
under review, is one of special interest. It is one of the few inscriptions 
that have come from Tikal, a city that has been very imperfectly ex- 
plored, and in which no initial series has as yet been found. 

The traditions of the Mayas were to the effect that their ancestors 
came from the west, and Mr Bowditch, arguing from the dates found in 
the different cities, thinks that their course was from the west and south, 
one branch settling at Copan while another pushed on to the Usumacinta 
valley. Toward the end of Cycle 9 both these branches moved north- 
ward, founding Seibal, Tikal, Bacalar, and Chichen-Itza at successive 



